As part of my current research I have been visiting a number of libraries – this is two-fold; the
ﬁrst is to obtain books and other literature. The other is to ﬁnd somewhere peaceful to work
without distractions. This is the ﬁrst of what I plan to be a series of posts about diﬀerent
libraries. The Bodleian collection is split into diﬀerent libraries, and this post focuses on the
Education Library which hosts the education collection; however, I will set it in the context of
the wider Bodlelian library.
The Bodleian Library System
The Bodleian is not a single library but the library system of the University of Oxford. The Old
Bodleian is one of the libraries in the system but there are a number of others; on top of that
there are the college libraries, which are managed by the individual colleges (these are not
part of the Bodleian but their contents are listed in SOLO [Search Oxford Libraries
Online]. The Bodleian is the second biggest library in the United Kingdom, after the British
Library, and holds over 13 million volumes. As one of three copyright libraries in England it is
entitled to receive a copy of every new book published in the United Kingdom. Due to the
size of the collection, a large amount is kept in external stores; this can be collected and will
be retrieved for the next day, or in some cases for the afternoon. As the books are coming
from oﬀ-site they can be requested to any of the Bodleian library reading rooms. Some of the
newer books that are deposited under the copyright library system are deposited
electronically. This means that instead of a physical copy there is an electronic copy; this
electronic copy can only be viewed on a Bodleian library computer when the reader is
physically on site at the library.
Membership
Unless a student or staﬀ member at the university of Oxford there is a need to register with
the Bodleian library. This must be done in person at the membership oﬃce in the Weston
during the oﬃce hours. The membership page here provides details of the documents
required. Your card will be issued immediately; however if you need to request material to
view that day you will need to follow the procedure on the website above so it is retrieved in

time.
Scanning Articles and Chapters
Another service oﬀered by the Bodleian library is the ability to request chapters of books or
articles to be scanned and sent to you electronically. This has the advantage of saving a trip
to Oxford, and is cheaper than the British library (£2.00 vs. £5.70). More details of the scan
and deliver service can be found here.
The Education Library
The education library itself is a short walk from the train station and the city centre located
within the School of Education. The library consists of two rooms main rooms of books and a
couple of smaller rooms. The collection consists of texts related to the theory of education
alongside a wide range of curriculum resources. There are also computers for use by visitors
– these allow access to the aforementioned electronic resources. The library also provides
internet access for visitors via Eduroam or via its visitor network for visitors who do not have
access via eduroam.
Opening Hours:
Term:
Mon – Fri: 08:30 – 19:00
Sat & Sun: 11:00 – 18:00
Vacation:
Mon – Fri: 08:30 – 17:30
Sat: 11:00 – 18:00
Sun: Closed
Summary

On the day I visited there was only one other person using the library; I suspect it will be
signiﬁcantly busier during university term time. The staﬀ were welcoming and helpful
showing me around and providing me with the resources that I needed access to. It both
provided a quiet place to work and access to needed resources. I also found a couple of other
interesting texts by browsing the shelves. This is not as large as collection on the shelves as
the UCL, IoE’s library however has the biggest education collection I have seen outside of the
IoE. It is however more powerful as it has the ability to request any books from the Bodleian
stores.

